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[bookmark: _Hlk221353736]Dear Friends & Colleagues


2026 LINCOLN AREA REUNION DETAILS
PETWOOD HOTEL, WOODHALL SPA FRIDAY 14TH – SUNDAY16TH AUGUST

I hope you are all enjoying 2026! The big event for the Association this year is of course our Lincoln Area Reunion so I am writing to provide:

The details you need to advise your committee of attendance and book rooms for the dates 14th to 16th August 2026 at the Petwood Hotel, Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire.
 
The details to book and pay for the Meet & Greet if not staying at the hotel.

The outline of events.   

I am delighted that the initial indication of attendance for the Dinner as I write is 83 members, who are planning to stay in the hotel or local. However, there is plenty of room for more!  

Commitment.

If you plan to attend, please now commit to the Reunion by completing Annex A, the attendance proforma and returning it to both Joe Kennedy and me.  If you have not yet indicated attendance, it is not too late.  Just follow the instructions in this letter and you will be added onto the list. All reunion correspondence after this letter will now be sent only to those who have returned a completed copy of Annex A. To help you plan your visit, an outline of events and visit information for local military aviation museums and Lincoln is at Annex B.

Booking

You must now book your own accommodation. The Petwood Hotel has agreed a very good package which includes Bed &Breakfast plus meals for both nights ie the Meet & Greet and Reunion Dinner. TheDinner itself costs £49.50 which is £25 a head less than last year’s unsubsidised cost in Elgin.  The rates for different room types are at Annex C, which also includes costs of individual events if not staying at the hotel.  

If you plan to stay at the Petwood Hotel, please book now directly with them on 01526 352411 saying you are booking for the No 201 Squadron Association Reunion and advise Joe and me when you have booked.  You will need to pay a non-refundable £50 deposit.  The hotel has a range of 53 rooms but the number of room types are limited eg there are insufficient classic rooms/twins if we all requested that option, so the earlier you book the more likely you will have the room of your choice.  The balance will be payable one week before the event. It would help greatly if you could book by June 12th when we will be reviewing the booking with the hotel. If you can’t, just let us know and we will work with the hotel to reserve rooms for a later date if possible.

 If you wish to extend your stay the hotel will provide you with a reduced rate when you book. For example, a classic double or twin room will cost a further discounted sum of £131.00 a night for bed and breakfast. You can cancel up to one week prior with loss of only the deposit. Travel insurance is recommended in case of last minute cancellations. 

If you are NOT staying at the hotel but will be attending the Meet & Greet and /or the Dinner, please pay £32.50 a head for the Meet & Greet and £49.50 a head for the Dinner or £82 for both events (£164 a couple) into the Association Bank Account and the Association will pay the hotel.  The Account details are:

Bank of Scotland
Account Name: No 201 Squadron Association
Sort Code:         80-06-81
Account No:       00855192
Reference:	   Your initial and surname followed by event eg BHeathM&G+Dinner

The hotel requires meal numbers 2 weeks before, so please let us know if you wish to attend the one or both meals by 29th September,

Outline of Events

See Annex B for a detailed daily outline of events. The first event is the Meet & Greet at 6pm in the Petwood Suite.  Saturday during the day is yours to visit the area. Annex B also provides information about places to visit during the weekend, focussing on the Lincolnshire Aviation Museum at East Kirkby, which will be taxying its Lancaster Bomber on 15th August, Bomber Command Museum in Lincoln, The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Visitor Centre at RAF Coningsby (Monday to Friday only) and Lincoln City, Cathedral and Castle.

If you wish to visit these places on Saturday, please annotate your preferred visit on Annex A, stating if you have spare seats to offer or if you require transport.  To keep costs down, I do not intend to hire transport for this Reunion but as by far the majority should be arriving with their own transport, car share should work. Please plan your day to be back at the hotel for the AGM at 4.30pm.

The Formal Dinner in the Woodhouse Suite commences at 7.30pm.  The Bar opens at 6.30pm.  The menu and meal choice proforma are at Annex A. Command of No 201 Squadron will have changed hands this summer (date tbd), so hopefully we will have the chance to meet the new CO, Wing Commander Martin Pearson, and hear an update on the Squadron’s activities at Dinner. There will also be the normal raffle with exciting prizes, so please have cash available!  The tickets will cost the same as last year, £10 a strip

Total Costs

As detailed above, if staying at the Petwood, you will pay all accommodation and meal costs directly to the hotel. If staying elsewhere, you pay both the Meet & Greet and Formal Dinner costs to the Association account. Additional personal costs will be for Saturday lunch, drinks at the hotel (including dinner) , museum entry and the raffle.  Like last year, it is not intended to have an admin charge, although the Committee reserves the right to have one or use account funds if unexpected charges arise.

Summary

We are staying at an excellent hotel that has a rich military aviation history itself, with the opportunity to visit iconic military aviation museums in the RAF’s ‘home county’.  More importantly, we will again be catching up and meeting with old friends - and we have the makings of our biggest reunion for some years.  If you are coming to join us, your committee look forward to seeing you in August. So, please return a completed Annex A and book your accommodation as soon as possible.


Kind Regards

Chris

Chairman
No 201 ‘Guernsey’s Own’ Squadron Association

ANNEX A:    Reunion Attendance Proforma
ANNEX B     Outline of events
ANNEX C:    Petwood Hotel Room Rates and meal costs if not staying at the hotel 

	 

ANNEX A

Attendance Proforma 
Please Return to BOTH Chris Birks chair@201squadronassociation.com
AND Joe Kennedy sec@201squadronassociation.com 

	

Name
	
Staying at Petwood
Yes/No
	If staying
Room
Type
 Booked
	Attending
Meet & Greet 15th August
Yes/No
	Attending
Dinner 16th August
Yes/No

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




Saturday Visit Preference

Please note that the BBMF Visitor centre is closed at weekends. If you wish to visit, please do so on Friday enroute to the hotel/own accommodation. This form is for Saturday only

	

NAME
	East Kirkby
Lincoln Aviation Musuem
	Lincoln
Bomber Command Museum
	Lincoln
Cathedral and/or Castle

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Delete options below as required
Do you have your own transport. YES/NO. If YES how many spare seats?   ______

Do you require transport? YES/NO If so please state how many seats?        ______

Meal Choices (See Table with Menu on next page). 

Please put A, B or C for each course

	NAME
	STARTER
	MAIN
	DESSERT
	DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
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Formal Dinner Menu

Please provide your choices in the table above as A, B or C for each course.

	Course
	A
	B
	C

	


Starter
	

Liver Parfait with cherry compote, melba toast (GF)
	Classic Prawn Cocktail, a platter of peeled prawns, gem lettuce, marie rose sauce and mint syrup, brown bread and butter. (VE)
	

Galia Melon with Fresh Seasonal Berries & Mint Sauce.

	
Main Course
(All served with seasonal vegetables)
	
Pan Fried Supreme of Chicken with Fondant Potatoes & Provencale sauce
	
Grilled Fillet of Salmon, Saffron Cream Sauce, New Potatoes
	Filo parcel filled with Fine Ratatouille & Buffalo Mozzarella Cheese (v)served with a Rich Sicilian Plum Tomato Sauce

	

Dessert
	Sticky Toffee Pudding (v. gf*), toffee sauce, salted caramel & ice cream.
	Blood Orange Cheesecake (v), orange gel, chocolate soil.
	
Raspberry Panna Cotta (gf) textures of raspberry.



The Hotel is happy to meet pre-notified medical dietary restrictions.  

If you prefer just ice cream for dessert let us know on the form above and we will arrange it.
 
Tea & Coffee with mints will be served after Dinner.  Drinks are self-purchase from the Bar prior to or during Dinner.

GF – gluten free
VE- vegetarian
V= vegan
If the abbreviation are in lower case, it means on request for that option, so please request it on the form if required.
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ANNEX B 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS

Friday 14th

Meet & Greet. A Meet & Greet will be held in The Petwood Suite from 6pm where a 2-course buffet meal, dessert, tea and coffee will be provided. The bar will open at 6pm and food served from 7pm.

Saturday 15th

Morning/Early Afternoon

After breakfast the day is free until our AGM at 4.30pm.  The day is yours to visit local attractions or enjoy the hotel and its grounds. There are several aviation museums in the area you can visit plus Lincoln as well as its Cathedral and Castle:

The International Bomber Command Centre at Lincoln, a 35 minute drive away. Open Tuesdays to Sundays. See: internationalbcc.co.uk 

The Lincolnshire Aviation Centre at East Kirkby, which has Lancaster taxy runs on 15th August, is a 20 minute drive. Closed Sundays and Mondays. 
See lincsaviation.co.uk
 
For a visit enroute on Friday 14th The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Visitor Centre is at RAF Coningsby, a 15 minute drive from the hotel.  Only open Monday to Friday. See:  lincolnshire.gov.uk (under leisure and heritage) or memorialflightclub.com 

You can look them all up on their websites to decide if you wish to visit one or maybe more of them.  They all charge around £11 to £12 for entry but there are varying concessions for over 65s or veterans.  You can of course visit one on the Friday whilst travelling to the hotel or Sunday after departure but check weekend opening times.

You may instead or as well wish to visit Lincoln and its Cathedral or Lincoln castle, where the Cathedral’s copy of the Magna Carta is displayed, a 30 minute deive from the hotel. . 
See: lincolncathedral.com and lincolncastle.com

AGM: The AGM will be held at the Petwood Hotel in the Woodland Suite from 4.30pm to 5.30pm.  The hotel staff must then prepare the room for our Dinner.

Dinner: The Reunion Dinner will be held at 7.30pm in the Woodland Suite.  The bar opens at 6.30pm.  Dress for this event will be lounge suits and ladies’ equivalent.  Meal choices are shown at Annex A and please provide your choices in the proforma, also at Annex A.  
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Sunday 16th: Depart after breakfast.
ANNEX C

Petwood Hotel Room Rates and Meal Costs

Rooms for two Nights, 14th-16th August

4 Poster rooms                                       £515.00
Garden View & Executive rooms            £495.00
Classic Twin or Double rooms                £425.00
Classic Single rooms                              £305.00
 
The above rates are inclusive of Dinner, Bed & breakfast for the 2 nights stay (all rooms with the exceptions of single rooms are for 2 guests staying)

[bookmark: _Hlk221357914][bookmark: _Hlk221358107]Call the Petwood on 01526 352411 to make a reservation referring to No 201 Squadron Association Reunion and pay a non-refundable £50.00 deposit at the time of booking to secure the room.  The hotel will provide a discount for an extended stay; please liaise directly with the hotel if required. Balance payable one week before.

Room for Saturday night only, 15th-16th August 
 
4 Poster rooms                                        £275.00
Garden View & Executive rooms            £265.00
Classic Twin or Double rooms                £230.00
Classic Single rooms                              £165.00
This would be inclusive of Saturday night formal dinner, Bed & Breakfast. 

Call the Petwood on 01526 352411 to make a reservation referring to No 201 Squadron Association Reunion and pay a non-refundable £50.00 deposit at the time of booking to secure the room.  Balance payable one week before.

If attending only the Meet & Greet and/or Dinner but not staying at the Petwood Hotel:

Friday night – Meet & Greet – meal                          £32.50 per person
Saturday night – Formal Dinner                                £49.50 per person

Please pay the amount to the 201 Association Bank account as detailed in the letter.
If attending both, the total is £82 per person, £164 per couple, for both events. Cancellation and refund available up to one week before.
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